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The counterintuitive truth about 

homelessness is that the 

solution costs far less than the 

problem. 



SHELTER IS CHEAPER 

$19.00 A NIGHT IN SHELTER 

- VS - 

$26.00 A NIGHT RENTAL ASSITANCE 





COSTS OF HOMELESSNESS – MEDICAL  

• Ambulance Transports 

• Emergency Room 

• Hospital/Overnight 

• Outpatient Medical  

• Prescription Drug Costs 

 



COSTS OF HOMELESSNESS - MENTAL 

HEALTH 

• Outpatient Mental Health 

• Detox/Substance Abuse Treatment  

• Inpatient Medical or Psychiatric  

• Medicaid reimbursements 

 



COSTS OF HOMELESSNESS - PRISON & JAILS 

• Contact on the Street 

• Citation/Arrest 

• Incarceration 

Crime/Court Costs - Booking Costs/Police 

Contacts/Productivity loss from Crime Victims 

 



COSTS OF HOMELESSNESS - 

INTANGIBLES 

 

• Negative Impacts  

– Impacts to Business/Consumer Buying 

 



COSTS OF HOMELESSNESS - HOUSING 

• Emergency Sheltering Costs 

• Supportive Housing Costs  

– Short-Term and Permanent 

• Program Costs (Housing and Staff)  

– Supportive Services 

 



BY INTERVENTION 

PERSONS AT RISK OF HOMELESSNESS 

CHRONICALLY HOMELESS 

NEW and FIRST TIME HOMELESS 



AFFORDABILITY 



AFFORDABILITY 



HOW CAN 

ENDING HOMELESSNESS 

TRANSFORM COMMUNITIES  

AND  

REDUCE COSTS 


